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Gorgopotamos and After: Tom Barnes’ 
Greek Archive, 1942–45 
Katherine Barnes 
Cecil Edward (Tom) Barnes took part in the famous sabotage operation of the 
Gorgopotamos Bridge in November 1942 as leader of the demolition party. 
Remaining in Greece after the attack, he rose to become one of two Area 
Commanders for the Allied Military Mission in Greece. The archive he left 
behind at his death in 1952 includes over 1000 photos, war diaries, letters and 
reports, mainly relating to his experiences in Greece. This study demonstrates 
how these eye-witness records illuminate important aspects of these critical 
years in modern Greek history including the Gorgopotamos operation itself 
and the trek across Greece which followed, the “Animals” operation which 
was conducted to convince Hitler that the Allied landings would take place 
in Greece and distract his attention from Sicily, surrender overtures from the 
German commander in Epirus (General Hubert von Lanz), and the so-called 
first two rounds of Civil War in 1943 and 1944.  
Introduction
When Captain (later Lieutenant-Colonel) “Tom” Barnes was parachuted 
into Greece in late 1942 at the age of 35 as one of three engineers for a Special 
Operations Executive (SOE) mission against the German and Italian 
occupying forces, he had with him several small notebooks. One of these he 
used as a diary, another held the key to a numbered code he was using for 
villages mentioned in the diary. 
Tom had kept a daily diary since 1937. In 1938 he spent a year in New 
Guinea as a surveyor, and his experiences there encouraged him to cram his 
pages with accounts of huge spiders, crocodile-shooting, cockroaches that 
moved “like greased lightning”, malarial mosquitoes and other native 
fauna. Embarking for World War II service in Africa with the New Zealand 
Engineers in early 1941, he continued his diary record. 
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The SOE had been founded in London two years before it recruited Tom 
Barnes, under the famous injunction from Churchill to “set Europe ablaze”. 
The Minister for Economic Warfare Hugh Dalton was handed responsibility 
for the new organisation on 22 July 1940. Its brief was sabotage behind 
enemy lines, working with and building up local resistance organisations 
and so on. Initially its staff were civilians primarily from the banking sector 
whose networks of contacts in Europe were expected to be useful for its 
establishment. One of them was Bickham Sweet-Escott, a former banker 
with Courtaulds, whom Tom was to meet in Cairo in 1944. The Cairo office 
of SOE operated out of the Rustum Buildings and was known locally as “the 
spy house”.1 
The diaries Tom kept in Greece from 1942 to 1945 provide a detailed eye-
witness account of events that helped shape modern Greece, as he worked 
alongside Greeks of the two main resistance organisations, ELAS 
(Ελληνικός Λαϊκός Απελευθερωτικός Στρατός, National Popular 
Liberation Army) and EDES (Εθνικός Δημοκρατικός Ελληνικός 
Σύνδεσμος, Greek National Republican Organisation), both at the famous 
Gorgopotamos Bridge operation, where he led the party that laid the 
explosives under the bridge, and later in further sabotage operations in the 
Epirus region. The success of Gorgopotamos inspired the SOE to continue 
and extend operations in Greece with the establishment of the British 
Military Mission (later Allied Military Mission) to build the capability of 
ELAS and EDES as what were effectively military forces acting against the 
occupying forces. The majority of the original Harling party and other 
personnel who were parachuted into Greece from early 1943 formed the 
basis of the Mission, acting as liaison officers to the leaders of the resistance 
organisations and organising sabotage operations. The most notable of these 
was operation “Animals”, a series of coordinated sabotage activities across 
Greece carried out to persuade Hitler that the Allied landings in Europe in 
1943 would take place in Greece rather than Sicily. Tom played an important 
part in Noah’s Ark activities in Epirus, leading sabotage operations there in 
June 1943. 
Tom experienced at first hand the so-called first and second rounds of 
civil war in 1943 and 1944 and the dissolution of the EDES organisation after 
the German withdrawal, having risen to become one of two Area 
Commanders for the Allied Military Mission. It was to him as the senior 
Allied officer in western Greece that General Hubert von Lanz, commander   
                                                          
1 Cooper, 1989:93–94; Stafford, 2000:11–15. 
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of the German forces in north-west Greece and southern Albania, made 
surrender overtures in 1944. 
Tom was also a keen photographer. His detailed photographic record of 
events in Greece comprises around 1000 photos taken as he lived and 
worked in the often primitive and poverty-stricken Greek mountain villages 
that were the epicentre of Resistance activities. The subjects that took his eye 
as a non-Greek include family and village life — weaving on an outdoor 
loom, baking coffee beans (Figure 1) — as well as groups assembled for 
official events such as the Plaka and Lebanon conferences. At his death in 
1952 he also left behind a number of movie films, several of which may have 
been shot in Greece.  
 
 
 
Figure 1: Baking coffee beans 
 
The photos complement the diary record and together with Tom’s official 
reports, a diary summary, and some notes made after his return to Australia, 
form an important archive which has largely remained in family hands. 
Tom’s letters to his fiancée Beth Harris are also an important part of the 
archive but are not discussed here. 
A few of the photos and extracts from official reports have been circulated 
or discussed, but much of the archive was largely unknown until the   
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publication of the author’s book based on the archives, The Sabotage Diaries, 
in 2015.2 This article surveys the main elements of the archive and gives 
examples in chronological order of the light they throw on important aspects 
of Allied Military Mission and Resistance activities during the German 
occupation of Greece. 
 
The diaries and diary summaries 
 
Tom Barnes’ war diaries begin in 1941 and end in 1945. The 1941 diary 
records his first day of training with the New Zealand Engineers, 7 January 
(“Marched in in evening after dinner … fairly rotten quarters”). He 
embarked in the “Niew Amsterdam” on Saturday 1 February, travelling first 
to India (Deolali Camp) before arriving in Egypt on 24 March and travelling 
immediately to the New Zealand Forces Camp at Maadi south of Cairo. The 
rest of the 1941 diary and most of the 1942 diary record engineering activities 
in Gianaclis and Akaba Bay (Transjordan) before Tom returned to Cairo in 
an attempt to transfer to the New Zealand Division. The Greek mission is 
first announced in the entry for 22 September in the large 1942 diary, but the 
account breaks off at 28 September to recommence in the small red notebook 
that was among the gear Tom carried on his person when he parachuted into 
Greece.  
This red notebook is of considerable significance for its account of the 
lead-up to the Gorgopopotamos operation, the operation itself, the trek 
across Greece that followed, and activities in the Pindos mountains after the 
decision by the SOE to keep the party in Greece. This small notebook is 
written in pencil throughout. A number of pages are smudged and some 
words and phrases have so far proved indecipherable. The handwriting is 
small, with up to three or four days’ activities crammed into one small page, 
in which case the writing becomes even more cramped. Each small section 
covers the activities of one numbered weekday. Later, clearly, Tom has 
returned to the diary with a pen, marking the months at the top of the page 
as they change, and in some cases adding dates.  
Initially, Tom was clearly nervous about betraying critical information 
(probably he was not allowed to keep a diary at all). “D” signifies donkeys   
                                                          
2 For discussion of Tom Barnes’ role in the Allied Military Mission to Greece, see Brown, 
2014:192–208. For a non-academic study, see Ogden, 2012, Chapter 6. 
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(actually mules) but also demolition. “W” appears to refer to wogs, i.e. 
Italians. “V” is for village. More importantly, as mentioned above, village 
names are recorded in a separate notebook and only a number appears in 
the diaries. In the more than seventy years since they were created, the Greek 
diaries have remained in the family and the account has not been tampered 
with. Any changes Tom himself made (for example adding months to the 
first diary as noted above) are clearly apparent. The only other major change 
relates to the transfer from the first notebook, which was used until early 
August 1943, to a real 1943 diary which Tom presumably acquired only after 
the first aircraft landing strip behind enemy lines in Greece went into 
operation in mid-1943. The wording of the transcription is close but not 
identical. 
At some time after the diary record was first created, Tom created a 
document he called “Notes and dates from diaries”. As the document is 
largely typed, we can speculate that he created it in Cairo at the same time 
as he was writing his Final Report, discussed below. The document uses 
some pseudonyms for village names, for example “Ludwig” refers to 
Ghardiki village near Mavrolithari.  
There is also a separate short document entitled “Dates etc during war 
period”, which begins with Tom leaving the Public Works Department in 
Tasmania for the Engineers OCTU (Officer Cadet Training Unit) in Casula, 
New South Wales. He records marching out of the OCTU as 1st Lieutenant 
before applying for leave for the Duration and taking ship for New Zealand 
to join the Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force (2NZEF). The 
document finishes with Tom’s official discharge from the 2NZEF on 13 
February 1946 before commencing work with the Tasmanian Hydroelectric 
Commission on 2 April 1946. 
The combination of the diary records themselves and the later summaries 
is very useful. With few exceptions such as those mentioned above, the 
diaries record day-to-day events as they happened, while the diary 
summaries provide a later overview where Tom is able to focus on those 
events whose significance could not have been anticipated at the time but 
later became apparent. 
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The photographs 
 
Tom’s diary records his first photograph on his tenth day in Greece: “photo 
of mai-mai” (a mai-mai is a makeshift Maori shelter, in this case using a 
parachute as a roof), so he must have arrived in Greece with a camera. The 
photographic archive consists of an album with captioned photographs, 25 
rolls of developed film with a list of subjects, and numerous prints. The 
movie films mentioned earlier have not been catalogued at this point. 
The album was presumably put together either in Cairo or after Tom’s 
return to Australia and covers significant events during his time in Greece. 
With most pages titled and captioned, this is a very important record. It 
begins with preparations for the Gorgopotamos operation and covers major 
personnel and events during the rest of Tom’s time in Greece, including a 
number of photos of the final months in Corfu. 
The main photographic archive dates from after the Gorgopotamos 
operation, when Tom was serving with the Allied Military Mission in 
Epirus, and he selected many of these photos to record later events in the 
album. This archive is documented in a small notebook which appears to 
have first been used in Tom’s early (pre-Greece) days in Cairo as some 
details relating to Gianaclis are recorded on the front endpapers. The 
notebook lists the subjects of each of 25 separate films which are still extant 
as negatives. The films themselves do not appear to have been listed in 
order, as the twelfth listed is Corfu, where Tom saw EDES disbanded in 
early 1945, whereas the thirteenth relates to the Epirus region and records 
the ceremony of the conferral of the MBE on General Zervas which took 
place at Plaisia in late February 1944. However, as the rolls of film are still 
extant as negatives, the order in which each roll of film was shot is clear. The 
archive also includes a number of prints, some but not all of which are 
among those listed in the notebook. 
 
Guerilla Warfare 1942-5 
 
This is a set of 21 handwritten pages which can be dated to post-war 
Australia. They could have been written over a period of time as the writing 
varies from page to page and apparently from pencil to pencil, and a note   
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from a later period has clearly been made on page three. However, from 
page twelve, the manuscript is written on the back of sheets of paper with 
the State Electricity Commission of Victoria letterhead, with the address 
“Briquetting project Wallace Street, Morwell” [Victoria], dating them to the 
period between mid-1950 when Tom started work with the SEC, and his 
death in mid-1952. Tom describes in the notes how he sets out to “recount 
some adventures that were rather off the beaten track & for security reasons 
these events were not publicised”, events “concerning a British party over a 
2½ year period in Greece from Oct 1942-5”.3 Reference will be made to this 
document as appropriate in what follows. 
There is another similar but shorter set of notes, untitled and missing the 
first page, which could be an earlier version of “Guerilla warfare 1942–5”. It 
is possible that both sets of notes were made for talks given at the Returned 
Services League in Hobart or Melbourne. 
The Gorgopotamos operation from the archive
Tom’s excitement at the opportunity to volunteer for a special mission in 
Greece is recorded in an appropriately guarded way in his diary entry for 22 
September 1942: “Saw Lt Col Hanson re a special C in C [Commander in 
Chief] job – will have to leave to-morrow [sic] if everything is OK. Great 
opportunity and job promises some excitement”.4 This is followed two days 
later by this: “Were taken more into confidence. It will be a wonderful camp 
if it comes off and we’ll make it so”. 
As Tom finished his first day of parachute training for the drop into 
Greece, we find out that “This is usually preceded by 2 weeks ground work 
— we are doing one day, but should be OK. Got our harness fitted to-night. 
We jump from 800’ from a Wimpy [Wellington bomber] @ daybreak to-
morrow”. 
This is the prelude to the mission, code-named “Harling”, that became 
the successful attack on the Gorgopotamos railway viaduct, in the Brallos 
Pass area on the east coast of Greece. Of three possible targets identified at 
the outset, Gorgopotamos was the only one that proved feasible in the 
circumstances (another of the targets, the Asopos viaduct, was later  
3 C.E. Barnes, “Guerilla Warfare 1942-5”. Unpublished manuscript, p. 1. 
4 Spelling and abbreviations are reproduced exactly as they appear in Tom’s records. 
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successfully sabotaged by a small party of Allied soldiers only, approaching 
via a steep and treacherous gorge).  
Operation Harling was an initiative of the SOE. Twelve men in three 
parties of four (each with leader, interpreter, engineer and signaller) were 
parachuted into Greece on the night of 30 September/1 October 1942, landing 
in a region of precipitous slopes on Mount Giona instead of in the Pindos 
ranges as arranged, owing to a garbled signal. The correct dropping point 
would have landed them to “General” Napoleon Zervas whose 
headquarters for his EDES resistance organisation were in the village of 
Megalochari. Instead, it proved extremely difficult to make contact with the 
Resistance organisations without whom the operation could not succeed. 
“Guerilla warfare 1942-5” describes early pre-operation days like this: 
 
An old Greek Barba Niko befriended us & undoubtedly saved us from 
capture or starvation. 
 
Conditions in Greece were then at a low ebb as Britain seemed to be suffering 
reverses everywhere & German propaganda exploited this — but the Greeks 
were wonderful to us & shared their meagre food with us. 
 
We lived in caves and under trees using our parachutes for blankets & tents 
& were kept continually on the move with Barba Niko as our saviour. It was 
a most precarious existence.5 
 
In order to locate the resistance organisations, eventually the second-in-
command of the Harling party, Monty (Chris) Woodhouse, aged in his mid-
twenties at the time, undertook a return trip on foot across the central ranges 
of Greece, there and back in nineteen days. He located Zervas, who agreed 
to assist with the operation. On the way back to Mount Giona with Zervas 
and his men, Chris located Aris Velouchiotis (Athanasiοs Klaras), gained his 
agreement to take part, and returned with both parties at the eleventh hour. 
Already the intended deadline (the start of the battle of El Alamein) had 
gone by. 
The combined force of Resistance fighters (andartes) and Allied operatives 
set out for the operation from Mavrolithari village on 21 November. On the 
night of 25 November the party descended Mount Oiti, Tom leading a small   
                                                          
5 “Guerilla Warfare 1942-5”, pp. 3–4. 
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party consisting of three engineers, commando-trained Denys Hamson,6 two 
Turkish Cypriots who had been on the run in Greece until picked up by the 
Harling Party, and several fighters from both ELAS and EDES. Here is the 
attack as described in Tom’s diary for 25-26 November: 
 
Whole gang with mules — it was dark as pitch & the going bloody. — The 
plan is for my D [demolition] party to wait until the Bridge is clear & then go 
in. Zero hour is 2300 — The trip down was done in absolute darkness & 
silence — we crossed the river and were on our own — off loaded the mules 
— and proceeded to our rendezvous — got there @ 23.10 — firing 23.15 — 
bullets hit around us but OK — MMGs [medium machine guns] LMGs [light 
machine guns] rifles. T guns [Tommy guns] and Grenades — No Verey 
signals so went in @ 0015. Baf [Bafas] — thought he saw an Iti & went in with 
TG — proceeded to Br. [bridge] — had to cut through wire twice. – Piers not 
as expected — U shape — Arthur, Inder and I [Arthur and Inder are the other 
engineers] laid charges & on the X [cross] members — this took nearly an 
hour — 6 main charges & 16 small —Arthur & I finished simultaneously [.] 
Shooting, MGs, TGs, Grenades, going off all around — 3 whistles — cover — 
terrific bang — 2 spans down — one twisted — pier still stood — twisted and 
leaning. & 10-12’ shorter. — went back — most of helpers cleared off — laid 
charges on front of D. [demolished] pier & on T members of back dropped 
span and P on p [pier] next to abutment … Br w[as] held f 3 hrs. — successful 
— Proceeded uphill to rendezvous — all hands just about all in … Helluva 
climb up to rendezvous. Wonderful weather for operation — raining & heavy 
fog all the time … Halted @ rendezvous — damned tired — everyone too 
tired to be elated over success of job … we had been 24 ½ hrs on our feet. 
 
As the diary indicates, it had been necessary to lay the explosives under 
fire. The Italian garrison were possibly forewarned of the attack and fought 
back strongly, taking much longer to subdue than anticipated, so the red 
flare the demolition party was expecting as their signal to go in never 
eventuated.  
Two pages of the photo diary deal with Gorgopotamos. The first, titled 
“In the beginning — 1942” includes the well-known photo of General Zervas 
and Brigadier Myers sitting side by side, a group of andartes to their right   
                                                          
6 Not to be confused with Lieut.Col Frederick “Bull” Hanson, who was involved in recruiting 
Tom for the Harling Operation as mentioned on the first page of this article. 
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and a mountain slope rising steeply behind. Alongside a photo of a group of 
andartes and another of andarte officers with Chris Woodhouse (the caption 
notes the lack of uniforms) is one showing “Loading mules with explosive 
and ammo. for the Gorgopotamos operation” and another “At the rear 
rendezvous” (the abandoned Hondroyannis sawmill). On the next page are 
photos of the Harling party. One, captioned “Col. E. Myers (‘Eddie’) leader 
of party” has been removed or fallen out. There is a photo of Denys Hamson, 
and another of Tom with Arthur Edmunds, Captains John Cook, Nat Barker 
and Inder Gill together, the caption reading “Capt. I Inder, (Inder), Sapper” 
suggesting that Tom may have been unaware that Inder (short for Inderjit) 
was a first name, not a surname. This page also includes the well-known 
photo of Inder and Themis Marinos with Inder’s arm around Themis’ 
shoulder. These photos show the same structure in the background so 
presumably were taken at the same time. In contrast, a photo captioned for 
Chris Woodhouse is actually from a much later period, showing the AMM 
representatives at the Plaka conference in early 1944. 
 
The reports 
 
The most important report by Tom Barnes is undoubtedly his “Final report 
on activities and observations in Greece, Period 1 October 1942—27 
February 1945 (final report)”, written in Cairo after his departure from 
Greece in February 1945. The report runs to 49 typewritten pages and 
finishes with the period of the second round of civil war which broke out in 
December 1944 (the Dekemvriana), the evacuation of EDES and Tom’s HQ to 
Corfu, the formation of the National Guard and the formal disbanding of 
EDES.  
Usefully, this report lists the three previous reports Tom submitted, one 
of which, the “Summary Zervas activities July–October 1944”, Ref SFU/107/1 
I have not seen. The other two reports are “Covering July ’43–April ’44 
written in Cairo 13 June 1944 ref. GCA/108” and “Short report on Zervas 
organisation (of a critical nature) written in field on 14 August, 1944”. The 
“Final report” covers all aspects of Tom’s service in Greece from the Harling 
operation onwards, including notably “Civil war Oct. ‘43–Feb. ‘44” and 
“Civil war — evacuation of Preveza. Dec. ‘44”.  
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It is typical of Tom that in discussing the Harling operation in his final 
report, he pays tribute to the bravery of the Greek andartes in carrying out 
their mission “for the most part badly clothed, badly shod (many barefooted 
except for a piece of cloth or goat hide)” but does not mention that the 
mission was threatened with failure because the cross-section of the bridge 
piers was not as intelligence-gathering had led them to believe, necessitating 
the dismantling and re-shaping of the pre-prepared charges after Tom had 
personally recalculated the charges in his head while under fire and extreme 
time constraints.7 The report records that “a full Sapper report was later 
submitted to Col MYERS, who sent it on, but I understand it did not reach 
CAIRO”. This could be explained by the unsatisfactory wireless 
transmission arrangements pertaining at the time. 
Tom’s “Report on observations in Greece from July 1943 to April 1944” is 
much shorter; seven typewritten pages. The Foreign Office file is 
accompanied by commentary by Maj DS Laskey. The “Report on Zervas 
Andarte movement” is dated Epirus, 14 August 1944. It is primarily a survey 
of Zervas’ four divisions, one brigade and four independent units including 
the EDES 3/40 regiment commanded by Col. Yorgos Agoros. Agoros and 
Tom became very close friends as they worked together on two major 
operations, “Animals” and then “Noah’s Ark”. 
The trek across Greece from the reports, diary entries and 
photograph album 
An undertaking had been given by the SOE to take the Harling party off by 
submarine after the demolition. The rendezvous point was Kerenja Bay, 
south of Parga on the west coast of Greece. The submarine was to signal on 
three successive nights from 22 December. To make the rendezvous, the 
Harling party, conducted by General Zervas’s personal adjutant Captain 
Mihalis Myridakis with a small group of EDES fighters, had to cross the 
Pindos ranges and the Megdova, Acheloos and Arachtos Rivers. The trip 
was undertaken in conditions of extreme privation after the first few 
relatively wealthy villages had been passed. Myridakis led them through  
7 C.E. Barnes, “Final report on activities and observations in Greece. Period 1 October 1942-27 
February 1945”, HS5/695, p. 4. 
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remote and difficult country as they tried to evade the inevitable Italian 
pursuit after Gorgopotamos. Undoubtedly, the reality was that without the 
help of the resistance fighters and the villagers of the mountains, the party 
could not have made it to the rendezvous. 
The “Notes and dates from diaries”, which is not identical to the 
individual diary entries, gives a useful overview of the first part of trek, 
describing how the party were: 
 
Observing great secrecy — travelling during the day on high mountain tracks 
or hiding up in the mountains except at night. Our party is not strong enough 
to meet any attacks and the people are well under the thumb of the Italians 
and cannot all be trusted.8 
Tom’s “Final report” puts things this way: 
The next Three weeks, from Dec 12 to Jan 3, 1943, were spent making an 
arduous and fruitless return trip to the West Coast, where we hoped to pick 
up a submarine promised before we left CAIRO. This was for all of us the 
hungriest and most uncomfortable three weeks in our lives, as we carried all 
our KIT (without mules), travelled mostly at night in bad weather, and food 
was very scarce indeed in Epireus.9 
The diary record for 3 December tells of one terrifying night:  
 
Left @ 3pm along good tracks until dark & then along a bloddy [sic] track 
along the river in darkness — the track is a narrow ledge along a precipice 
face. – for hours we would move 10’ & stop up to 15 mins in pitch darkness 
— we heard there were Itis on our way — finally reached a girder bridge & 
crossed and reached the vill[age] tired & hungry at 0030 hr. – 13 ½ [hours] on 
the way — fed up to the back teeth — lousy welcome at vill[age] — nothing 
prepared — Tired as hell — Good sleep — no option. 7 in a room. 
 
Two pages of the photograph album record these early events before the 
British Military Mission to Greece was established. The first is titled “The 
retreat Nov-Dec 1942 after the successful demolition of the Gorgopotamos 
Railway Bridge” and includes a photograph of the “Harling party on the 
trail”. The second is “At Megalohori [sic] village Gen. Zervas’ base HQ in 
the Epireus Mountains Dec. 1942”. It is notable that the background of the  
                                                          
8 C.E. Barnes, “Notes and dates from diaries”. Unpublished manuscript, entry for December 
13–17 1942. 
9 “Final report”, p. 5. 
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photo of “Gen. Zervas and staff officers” appears the same as the 
background of three of the photos from the Harling page as mentioned 
above. Tom appears to have selected photos for inclusion in this album that 
were not necessarily taken at the time of the events depicted on the page. 
Arriving at the rendezvous weak but hopeful, the party watched for 
signals as directed, but on Christmas Day a message was received that the 
submarine would not be arriving. The exhausted party had to backtrack to 
Megalochari village, where Eddie Myers received new instructions to take 
command of “co-ordinating and developing further activities of the 
andartes”.10  
 
Epirus February-October 1943 
 
The rigours of the return journey may have literally nearly killed Myers (a 
regular soldier and older again than Tom), who fell ill with pneumonia 8 
days after the return to Megalochari. In the “Notes and dates from diaries” 
there is a brief summary of this frightening episode (dates relate to February 
1943): 
 
15 EDDIE’s temp 105 — sent for doctor — he is delirious half the time. 
Expecting a drop of ammo tonight. 
16 DR PAPACHRISTOU arrd fm MEGALOHORI [sic] and said EDDIE had 
Bronchial-Pneumonia and we cannot move him. News of two Iti Bns 
[battalions] 4 hours away — no Zervas andartes near. Sent runners off to 
Zervas and CHRIS and preparing to move. 
17 Itis 2 hours away heading for village in two directions — evacuated 
everything incl EDDIE and Doc, whom we hid in a house three hours distant. 
Remainder of party to XEROKHAMPUS.11 
 
Without the care of Dr Papachristou and his ADC Themis Marinos, the 
only Greek member of the Harling party, and the provision of M&B tablets, 
an early antibiotic, it is most unlikely that Eddie would have survived.  
                                                          
10 Myers, 1955:98. 
11 “Notes and dates from diaries”, 15–17 February. This event is described in The Sabotage 
Diaries, 2015:178–181. 
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All were now thrown into the inescapable political turmoil and 
controversy that was the Greek resistance. After a period of time in a rather 
menial role gathering and distributing military supplies dropped by British 
planes, Tom was posted to Epirus in the west for liaison duties with General 
Zervas. He set up his headquarters in the Romanon monastery in Lakka 
Sulei. 
Other Allied soldiers “dropped in” and British Military Mission (BMM) 
stations were set up in various locations in Epirus as Tom and his officers 
prepared for a second round of sabotage operations. 
Working with Zervas’ andartes, Tom learnt the essentials of warfare at 
first hand. Anticipating on a small scale the Case Study in Guerrilla War: 
Greece during World War II produced by the Special Operations Research 
Office of The American University in 1961, Tom gives in “Guerilla warfare 
1942-5” his own list of “Essentials of guerilla warfare”: 
Friendly population—Greeks 
Suitable terrain—Epirus 
Safe bases—dump food & ammo 
Comparatively assured supplies food & ammo 
Thorough knowledge of terrain 
Good intelligence 
Guerillas themselves 
Tough, disciplined, hardy 
Extreme mobility 
Hard hitting forces 
Minimise casualties 
Good communications 
Good light weapons.12 
First round of civil war, October 1943-February 1944 
Civil war broke out between ELAS and EDES in October 1943, bringing 
already-existing tensions between the two main resistance groups out into 
the open. The Germans had brought up their elite mountain troops to  
12 “Guerilla warfare 1942-5”, p. 12. 
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Yannina in July 1943, and they were quick to take advantage of the civil war 
to attack EDES. 
The result is described in the handwritten “Guerilla war 1942-5” where 
Tom notes: 
… increased guerilla activity brought violent reaction from the enemy — 
enemy ground drives unsuccessful owing extreme mobility of guerillas & 
loyalty in spite of frightful reprisals against villages — burning etc. 
Germany then mounted air attacks — these were severe — one on beautiful 
village Voulgareli [sic] — waves of Stukas from 6am–6pm. 
100 unexploded bombs including 50 kilos, 500 kilos & 1000 kilos (1).13 
However, over the course of this terrible period, the andartes 
demonstrated their capacity to fight back. Tom’s “Report on Zervas Andarte 
movement” explains why morale at the point of writing the report (April 
1944) was high: 
It is especially comforting to hear ANDARTES say that the old GERMAN 
bogey is now gone — as after recent ops they find the GERMAN soldier is 
not the invincible being they previously imagined, but he can be routed out 
from defended positions and overcome even when backed up by arty 
[artillery] and superiority in numbers.14 
Major Laskey’s commentary on Tom’s “Report on observations in 
Greece” shows concern with the potential pro-Zervas bias of the report, for 
example: 
Col Barnes himself says that his report is pro-Zervas. It was hardly likely to 
be anything else but a great deal of it rests on facts and it is indisputable that 
Zervas has proved consistently loyal and cooperative while ELAS have often 
been the reverse.15 
13 “Guerilla warfare 1942-5”, p. 11. The German attack on Vourgareli village in mid-1943 is 
described in Chapter 13 of The Sabotage Diaries. 
14 C.E. Barnes, “Report on observations in Greece from July 1943 to April 1944”, FO 371/43685, 
The National Archives, UK, p. 7. 
15 D.S. Laskey, “Situation in Greece report accompanying CE Barnes”; “Report on observations 
in Greece from July 1943 to April 1944”, FO 371/43685, The National Archives, UK. 
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This commentary is in response to Tom’s commentary on the civil war 
behaviour of Zervas and Aris: 
ZERVAS is a striking personality: he is a courageous and cunning guerilla 
fighter, with a very keen sense of humour and a shrewd judgment. I know he 
is a true patriot. His main fault is that he does not enforce discipline as he 
should, his argument being that his men are mostly not soldiers but villagers. 
He is highly respected by his troops and by the villagers. My personal 
experience of him is that he is very easy to work with and that he invariably 
tells me the truth. 
Aris is the most rabid of all the Communists in the Field. He is sadistic, cruel 
and absolutely unscrupulous. In the GORGOPOTAMOS action however he 
showed up well. I have known him to be both courageous — and the 
reverse.16 
Naturally these observations were sharpened by the civil war experiences 
of Tom and his Greek and Allied colleagues, and undoubtedly his belief that 
Zervas always told him the truth is naïve, as Lieut-Col Nicholas Hammond 
later suggested.17 
Women in the war effort, Derviziana, 1944 
After the first round of civil war was resolved at the Plaka conference in late 
February 1944, Tom set up his headquarters in the Lakka Sulei area, in the 
village of Derviziana, joining General Zervas (Figure 2). He was to stay there 
until the end of the German occupation of Greece, when he moved his 
station to a now EDES-controlled Yannina. 
16 “Report on observations in Greece from July 1943 to April 1944”, p. 4. 
17 N.G.L. Hammond, “Report on AMM and Greek situation June 4-Aug 20, 1944”, FO 371/43693, 
p. 4.
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Figure 2: Tom Barnes, centre, flanked by Col. Yorgos, left and Col. Zorbalas, right; 
Derviziana 
One particular sequence of photos taken in Derviziana in 1944 provides 
a unique insight into the contribution of village women to the resistance 
struggle.  
All three photos show village women functioning as military transport, 
carrying ammunition (mostly in the form of canisters that would have been 
dropped by parachute from the bomb bays of Allied aircraft) on their backs. 
The first of the sequence is taken front-on, and the viewer can see the rope 
harnesses that support the women’s loads. The second shows three 
women trudging uphill to join the file, while in the third one a 
woman looks out at the photographer while the others walk steadily on, 
heads bowed*. 
Operations at Alonaki Bay 1944 
By early 1944 it was possible for the Allies to mount sea operations from Italy 
to supply the Greek resistance. The first of these operations, “Glasshouse”, 
took place on 16 March 1944, bringing in three tons of stores. Two AMM 
personnel were evacuated on medical grounds, along with seventeen British 
and American aircrew who had been forced down in Greece.18 
18 “Final report”, p. 17. * Photograph 2 and 3 are not included in this publication. 
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This operation was followed by several more “Glasshouse” operations 
after which the code-name was changed to “Bracing”. As Tom reports: 
The Pinpoints were two small bays on the West Coast about ten Kms South 
of PARGA. No other suitable places existed on our stretch of coast. The 
security from the sea was maintained by a caique ‘navy’ manned by ZERVAS 
Andartes. These were GREEK and captured GERMAN craft, armed with 
VICKERS MGs and BREN LMGs. The security from the land required 
approximately 2,000 troops with Allied demolition parties on the roads to the 
area. A road was built to the pinpoint and captured German MT, and later 
two infiltrated GMC 3-ton trucks [US army trucks] were used, as there were 
some 1,600 mule loads per LCI [Landing Craft Infantry]. 
Unloading was well organised after the first two LCSs [Landing Craft 
Support vessels] — it was done by hand down the gangways. 100 tons off-
loaded in 50 minutes became standard practice after the first two ships. 
This became the largest supply-point in occupied GREECE if not in enemy-
occupied MEDITERRANEAN. Two and three ships a month were received, 
sometimes two on the same night in different bays. The Navy performed their 
difficult task magnificently—handling their craft in confined waters and 
arriving punctually at the pinpoint. … 
The Feeding of personnel and up to 2,000 mules from all parts of GREECE 
was also a major problem.19 
The sequence of photos reproduced here (Figures 3-6) brings this account 
to life, with the photos showing the stores unloaded in Alonaki Bay, being 
packed onto the backs of mules, carried uphill and finally the long file of 
men and mules unwinding across the plain into the distance. 
19 “Final report”, p. 18. 
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Figure 3: Unloading Alonaki Bay 
Figure 4: Loading up Alonaki Bay 
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Figure 5: Carrying ammunition up the steep slope 
Figure 6: Loaded mules moving inland 
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The German surrender, round two of civil war and the 
fight to Corfu
Tom’s Final Report records the sequence of events surrounding General 
Lanz’s surrender overtures in 1944: 
During August, before the anti-Nazi revolt in GERMANY, Gen VON LANZ, 
C.O. 22 Mtn Corps with HQ in YANNINA, contacted me through a GREEK
Emissary reference terms of honourable surrender. A meeting was being
arranged. After the failure of the revolt in GERMANY, VON LANZ stated
that conditions had changed and his proposals were of a more limited
character; however he wished to talk about evacuation of GERMAN troops
from GREECE. Arrangements for a GERMAN senior officer to go to AFHQ
were under way. VON LANZ requested an armistice but I refused this. Our
offensive starting on Sept 2 virtually stopped all talks. At this stage it became
fairly obvious that VON LANZ was interested only in the evacuation of his
troops from GREECE and not surrender. However there was strong evidence
that VON LANZ was ‘anti-Nazi’ and if the anti-Nazi revolt in GERMANY
had succeeded it is probable that large scaled surrenders would have been
effected. All the above was signalled to CAIRO before any action was taken.20
Full scale attacks against the retreating German troops commenced in 
Epirus on 2 September, with the last troops crossing to Albania on October 
18. This operation was known as “Noah’s Ark”:21
When the ‘second round’ of civil war broke out in December 1944, Tom
reports that: 
EDES troops generally were heartily sick of civil wars, especially the Regular 
Officers who had hoped to join the Regular GREEK Army immediately after 
NOAH’s ARK. Due to lack of supplies of food and money and EAM/ELAS 
biased BBC news, EDES troops generally were losing faith in BRITAIN. At 
best they had little to gain, merely another civil war. 
20 “Final report”, p. 33. 
21 “Final report”, pp. 26–31. 
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ELAS on the other hand had everything to gain, it was their big chance that 
they had waited years for. Their successes in ATHENS also cheered them. 
There were many fanatical ELAS who saw this as the fulfilment of their 
desires.22 
In particular, Tom describes Gen Zervas’ attitude as: 
… of a defeatist nature from the first days of the ELAS attack. He was bitterly 
disappointed. He had expected to receive full BRITISH support and to be 
allied with BRITISH forces. In order to gain these two points he had obeyed 
religiously Gen SCOBIE’s orders thus sacrificing his best chances of 
withstanding ELAS attacks — (these were to strengthen his vital positions by 
initial local initiatives). The advantages accruing to the initial attacker were 
also so well known to all guerillas. Gen ZERVAS’ attitude was ‘I have told 
Gen SCOBIE my requirements and he has met none of them. Our task is 
militarily impossible. We must all go to CORFU as the only possible place to 
make a stand’. And there certainly was some truth in this.23 
EDES evacuated Yannina on 22-23 December and moved to Preveza 
along with Tom’s HQ. Evacuation commenced with stores and civilians, 
with the last remaining troops loaded for Corfu on December 30. 5-6000 
civilians and 6,000 Andartes were evacuated, plus 260 mules and horses. 
On February 16 1945 EDES was officially dissolved, and Tom’s HQ was 
evacuated to Italy on February 27.24  
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